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President's Message: 
 

 
Happy Holiday 
 
I am honoured to assume the role of President for the coming year.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Diane Fitzgerald for her dedication and outstanding leadership over the past year.  
  
This is a very special Probus Club, all made possible by the hard work of many terrific people.  I have been a 
member since inception and have been a part of the Management Committee as  the speakers’ Chair 
and as Vice President.  As you have heard many times the Management Committee is a hardworking, fun 
group of individuals.  I would like to welcome our two newest members of the MC, Betty Farquhauson who 
will assume the role of  Treasurer from Sue Barbour  and Wendy Hately, who replaces 
Brian Vermander as Communications Officer.  On behalf of the entire club I would like to thank Brian 
for the  many hours of hard work he devoted to setting up  the 4Seasons Probus Club website.  An 
outstanding job Brian, you will be missed.    
  
If, in the future, you would be interested in being part of the MC, please do not hesitate to come 
forward. New members and new ideas are always welcome.   
  
This year promises to be another terrific one as our Social Committee has many great events scheduled for 
us as well as many more they are working on.  As well our Winter Activities are well underway so get 
involved in the activities you love and maybe try something you haven't done before.  Remember it is all 
about having fun and meeting people.    
  
To all our new members, a big welcome and I look forward to meeting you sometime soon either at an 
event or activity, or at a general meeting!  
  
On behalf of myself and the entire Management Committee, Season’s Greetings and best wishes for the 
New Year.  
  
 
Martin Ruthven 
President 
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Guest Speakers – 2020 
 

UPCOMING GUEST SPEAKERS 

January 22nd - Ancestry ….exploring your roots. 
February 26th – Darcy Genesh; 50th Anniversary of the FLQ Crisis in 1970 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50/50 Draw 
 
Wendy Weiss was the winner of $152  

AND we have two new volunteers to do the 

ticket flogging - John and Jerry. Yahoo! 

 

 

 

 

Stay Connected 

Please visit our growing website. The current password for the members’ only page is 4seasons. At 

this point the club membership list, calendar of activities, social outings and contact info are 

available. As a reminder the membership list is ONLY for internal use within the club. If you do not 

want your name on this list please inform Sue, membership director. As a reminder, our website is 

as follows: 

https://www.4seasonsprobus.com/ 
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Activity Co-conveners' Message 

Well, December has arrived, and with it the snow and outdoor activities. Indoor activities continue 

as usual, with perhaps a Christmas break. We have updated the calendar on the website to show 

the dates of recurring activities, and will continue to add activities as they are scheduled. If you 

have signed up for an activity, the coordinator will contact you regarding dates and times for your 

activity. 

Coordinators, please remember that for your activity you need to have a list of members 

participating, plus the names of any guests.  This is for insurance purposes. 

 
 

Updates from our coordinators for our activities/events  

 

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY 

We meet about every 3-4 months, generally when there is a speaker available. There are about 40 

members in the group, and 32 attended the very meeting recently at the Collingwood Library, 

where we had a guest speaker. Attendance is bolstered by publicity from the International 

Churchill Society and some Probus members are also members of that group. We have met in a 

variety of locations from the Thornbury Library to the Legion in Collingwood. 

 

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING 

We've had a couple of good skis and then ... not so much! We are happy that some of the 

abundant snow received in Muskoka found its way here. We will be heading out on Friday 

mornings (except Friday December 27h), snow permitting, from 10:00 to 12:00 noon followed by 

lunch. We have a choice of 4 locations: Scenic Caves, Highlands Nordic (Duntroon), Wasaga Nordic 

and Kolapore Wilderness Trails (off Grey Road 2). If you want to join our group please send an 

email to bruce.clark625@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or use 

this space to emphasize a key point. To 

place this text box anywhere on the 

page, just drag it.] 
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EUCHRE 

Our latest Euchre get together was Thursday December 12. Rory and Lorie Ring were our gracious 

hosts. The Christmas spirit was prevalent all night, with warm holiday wishes and hugs at the end. 

Michael Gerstmann was the night’s big winner. In attendance were: Kim and Jerry Colson, Howard 

Morrison, Michael and Dianne Gerstmann, Dale and Pam Adams, Nancy Agnew, Anne and Mike 

Travers. (Our next game will be the second Thursday in January, 2020!) 

 

 

GUESS WHO IS COMING TO DINNER 

The next date for this popular activity is February 12.  The opportunity to sign up will be at our 

General Meeting on January 22.  

 

INVESTORS GROUP  

We meet roughly every month, but not on any fixed date generally.  We don’t have a fixed 

location. Our most recent meeting was November 26 at one of the group’s homes. Other times we 

meet at the Legion, the Leisure Time Centre or in one of the member’s recreational facilities.  We 

occasionally have speakers, but mostly round-tables with individual members making 

presentations. We have about 35 members, with the number of attendees varying. 
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KNITTING  

Both knitting groups suspended their regular activity meeting to enjoy a Christmas luncheon, but 

will reconvene with needles in hand in January. 

 

SNOWSHOWING 

With a lack of snow a week ago we left the snowshoes behind and hiked through some of the 

beautiful sights on the Margaret Paull side trail. With this week snowfall, on went the snowshoes 

for a magical winter tour on the George Christie Trails. Although the drive was a bit challenging, 

the hike was well work the effort. Join us soon; the snow is deep on many trails!  
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Social Co-conveners' Update 

CHRISTMAS DANCE 

The Christmas Spirit was a movin’ and a groovin’ at our first home 

grown Christmas Dance held this year at the Blue Mountain Golf and 

Country Club. 

With almost 90 partiers in attendance, the event was a huge success!   

The Dining Room, Bar and Dance Floor were all decked out for 

Christmas with hollies, mistletoes and a Christmas Trees. 

Festivities started with hors oeuvres, followed by a delicious three 

course turkey dinner all catered by Road Runners Catering, and then 

continued on with dancing to the music of DJ Stu McNabb. Stu knew 

his crowd as the Dance Floor was rarely empty! 

Many thanks to Mary Ann Gallacher who pulled this all together and 

kudos to our Probus volunteers who worked diligently on arranging the 

final details.  Special thanks to Kim Alford for creating the lovely floral 

centre pieces.  

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

The Christmas festivities continued with a sold out luncheon held at the Pottery Restaurant at Blue 

Mountains. Good food and cheer were enjoyed by all. 

Many thanks to Eva Smith and the volunteers for creating this festive afternoon event. 
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Upcoming 2020 Social Events 
 

 

FEBRUARY 

Tour of McLean’s Engineering-- February 7—sign up at January meeting 

Bowling Over Your Valentine—February 13—sign up at January meeting 

MARCH 

Tour of Honda Plant, Alliston—March 26—sign up at January/ February meetings 

APRIL 

Bowling for the Easter Bunny—April 9—sign up at February /March meetings 

Trivia Night—DATE TBA 

May   

Fashion Show—Date TBA 

Tour of Bruce Power Plant—Date TBA 

June 

Niagara Wine Tour –Date TBA, but will be over night 

JULY  

Miss Midland Cruise—Date TBA, looking at July 15 

Tour of SS Keewatin—Date TBA but will be on same date at Miss Midland 

AUGUST 

E Carr Observatory—Date TBA 

 

As dates and times become established we will continue to update the calendar on the website.  
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Community Events: 

This section will highlight upcoming community events that members may be interested in 

knowing about. Please submit events that you are aware of that you would like to share with your 

fellow members to activities4seasons@gmail.com. 

Hearts & Flowers: 

If you know of a 4Seasons’ member who is ill, injured or has suffered a loss, please notify Mary 

Ferguson, or call her at 647-640-7875; a card will be sent on behalf of our club.  

Additional Events Details 

GEORGIAN TRIANGLE LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE (GTLLI)  
WINTER/SPRING LIVESTREAMING  

Over the years many Probus Club members, particularly those new to the area, who hear about 
the Georgian Triangle Lifelong Learning Institute (GTLLI) and would like to join. They then find out 
it is sold out and cannot get tickets. In order to reach out to the larger community and meet 
demand, we are pleased to offer a winter and spring livestream lecture series, after a successful 
pilot program in the Fall of 6 lectures on The Brain.   

Livestreaming will allow almost 200 more people to watch the Friday morning lectures at 3 venues 
around the region- Simcoe St. Theatre in Collingwood; Station on the Green in Creemore and The 
RecPlex in Wasaga Beach. 

Those lectures are as follows with links to course descriptions: Winter - Water Issues in Ontario - 
Jan 10, 17, 24, 31, Feb 7 and 14 Friday mornings 10 am - 12 noon Spring - Canadian Foreign Policy 
1968 - Present - March 27, April 3, 17, 24, May 1, 8 - Friday mornings 10 am - 12 noon 

Included in the livestream lecture ticket is access to recorded videos of the lecture in case people 
are away plus membership in GTLLI for future priority access to tickets next season. 

For those interested we recommend acting quickly to avoid disappointment. |Please visit 
www.gtlli.ca to learn how to register. 

David Green 
GTLLI Board, Past Chair 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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Additional Events Details 

PROBUS LEGENDS 2020 SEASON 
 PROBUS Ski Legends is a club made up of all area PROBUS Club members who enjoy skiing, socializing and 
travelling. The club organizes social activities, ski days at private clubs, ski trips.  Start planning your ski 
season by signing up for one or more Ski Getaways!    
  
Check out the updated website at www.probusskilegends.ca  
  
1. Basic memberships are $30. Membership application forms and newsletters will be available at our PROBUS        
     meetings.  
 
2. The Social Calendar will include:  

 Jan 6, 2020: Free Welcome Back Breakfast for Legends Members only at Blue Mountain, Grand Central Lodge,         
        Cascade Room  

 Jan 22, 2020: Dinner Show and Party - the Lisa Hutchinson Band at Blue Mountain Golf Club  
  

3. Private Club Ski Days  

 Craigleith – Wednesday, Jan 8, 2020: $60  

 Devils Glen – Thursday, Jan 16, 2020: $57  

 Osler Bluff – Thursday, Jan 30, 2020: $69  

 Alpine – Thursday, Feb 13, 2020: $65  

 Osler Bluff – Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020: $69  

 Georgian Peaks – Wednesday, March 18, 2020: $50  
  

4. Week-long trips, deadline dates are fast approaching!  
  

February 2 – February 9 to Steamboat, Colorado, staying at the slope-side Ptarmingan Inn, has space available, but 
it must be released soon, so ACT NOW!  See http://probusskilegends.ca/ski-trips/snowmass-ski-trip/ for more info 
and to contact the trip coordinator.   
  
February 26 – March 4 to Sun Peaks BC, is SOLD OUT and no more space is available.  To have your name placed 
on the WAIT LIST, go to the website and contact the trip leader, at http://probusskilegends.ca/ski-trips/1262-2/  
  
 Future Trips - Yes, we are already thinking about trips for 2021!  Group Ski Travel has changed a lot in the last 
few years, and it has become necessary to plan more than a year ahead to secure space.  This means that we 
must commit financially much sooner than before, which is why this year's trips went on sale in the spring. For 
2021 we are planning two trips: the always popular Sun Peaks, plus a European trip, likely the Dolomites in 
Italy with sales likely this coming winter.   
Make sure you are on the Legends mailing list to receive notifications of trip sales by joining Legends today!  
  

More Information will be available throughout the season by ongoing emails, from our PROBUS reps, and 
checking out the above-mentioned website.  
  

 Your Probus 4 Seasons rep is Ian Donaldson:  idona175@rogers.com  
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Additional Events Details 
 

 

GEORGIAN PROBUS TRAVEL GROUP 

 

These trips are for all Probus groups in the area. We will try to pair singles, if needed. It is a great 
way to meet your cohorts. 
 
Trips 
 
1. The Highlands and Islands of Scotland May 9, 2020 is filled except for a single female. If that is 
YOU, call 705-429-9455. 
 
2. May 2021 will be a 2 week program including Portugal and Madeira.  For info or to register, call 
Gloria at 705-429-9455 
 
3. Sept 5, 2021.  Croatia. The core is a bike and boat trip along the coast for a week. A tour will be 
added to explore the interior. This could be the week before or the week after. To enquire and/or 
register, please call Jackie at 647-404-9380. 
 
  

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/


4Seasons Probus Club 

Collingwood 

"Newsletter" 
Founded: November 17th, 2017 

“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.” 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/ 

 
Issue Date: 
Dec. 19th    
2019  
 
Issue # 20 

  

11 
  

  
 

 

 

2020 Management Committee  
 

  
  

President  Martin Ruthven  289-383-3129  

Vice President  Bruce Clark  705-532-9829  

Past President  Steve Officer  519-281-7207  

Past President  Diane Fitzgerald  416-930-1850  

Treasurer  Betty Farquharson  905-808-5306  

Secretary  Gene Allevato  705-445-9508  

Membership Chair  Sue Barbour  416-985-7164  

Communications Chair  Wendy Hately  705-444-3420  

Activity Convener  JoAnne Ruthven  289-383-3129  

Events Convener  Rita Leithead  647-528-5189  

Speakers Chair  Cate McMullen  705-445-9406  

Member At Large  Mary Ferguson  647-640-7875  
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