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President's Message: 
 
Greetings to all!  

Well, we are halfway through February and the days are getting longer!!!   Our winter activities are in full 

swing and from what I have heard everyone is truly enjoying themselves.  There is so much happening, in 

addition to the outdoor winter activities, so I truly recommend you regularly check the activities calendar on 

our web site.  

As you know the Management committee meets once a month to discuss all new and ongoing issues.  This 

past week we met and a decision was made to have a monthly general meeting in August. Several of the MC 

members have received feedback requesting this change, an idea which our Social and Activities conveners 

felt would be very beneficial as it would allow them to arrange events and activities and provide an 

opportunity for all members to sign up for September events.  Something that was not possible in the past. 

We have agreed to implement this on a trial basis and will reassess after this year’s August meeting. Thank 

you to those who brought this to our attention.   

I receive the monthly newsletters from the various Probus clubs in our district and I can say that we are 

certainly one of the most active groups, thanks to the outstanding work of our Social Committee and 

Activities coordinators.    

I am pleased to say that attendance at our Monthly meetings is increasing!   Our speakers have been excellent 

and this month’s speaker promises to continue the tradition!!    

Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our general meeting on Wednesday February 26.  
Until then get out and enjoy what is left of the winter months.  Who knows how long they will last! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Martin Ruthven 
President 
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Upcoming Guest Speakers – 2020 
 

 
FEBRUARY 26 - D’arcy Jenish 
                        50th Anniversary of the FLQ crisis in 1970 

March 25 - John Caswell  
                    Trekking Canada's Far North 

April 22 - Tawnee Zegill  
                  Kinesiologist - Spring Fitness Tune-up 

 

50/50 Draw  
 
Congratulations to Jim Edgeworth, winner of $135 at the 
 January 2020 meeting. 

 

Stay Connected 

Please visit our growing website for access to the membership list, 

calendar of activities, social outings, pics, past newsletter and so 

much more. As a reminder the membership list is ONLY for internal use 

within the club. If you do not want your name on this list please inform 

Sue, membership director. As a reminder, our website is as follows: 

https://www.4seasonsprobus.com/. 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Co-conveners' Message 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or use 

this space to emphasize a key point. To 

place this text box anywhere on the 

page, just drag it.] 
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The past few weeks have seen plenty of activity for 4Seasons Probus. We have been snowshoeing, cross 
country skiing, downhill skiing, playing euchre, reading books, studying wine, guessing who’s coming to 
dinner, knitting, and enjoying events planned by our busy Social Committee. There are many more 
activities coming up. 

 

Updates From Our Coordinators 

 
BOOK CLUB UPDATES 

Fiction 
Coordinator: MaryAnn Gallacher  / Val Jones 

      
The book club being led by MaryAnn Gallacher will be changing to an evening book club with Val Jones as 
coordinator. Thank you so much! MaryAnn for your past leadership of this group. The first meeting will be 
on April 7 at 7 pm at Val’s home. The book for study is A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. 

Non Fiction  
Coordinator: Ruth Plant 

When 4Seasons Probus Club started just over two years ago, the early meetings saw lots of different sign-
up sheets for activities. The book club sign-up sheet very soon had way more people than one book club 
could possibly manage. The call went out for people interested in coordinating a book club and three of us 
responded. Rather than just dividing everyone up among the three, I asked that one book club focus on 
non-fiction writing and so I became the coordinator for that book club. 

I have recently been approached by several people who want to join the non-fiction book club. 
Unfortunately at the moment, the existing group is full. Currently there are 13 members, which is more 
than enough for one club. We started small (five women and three men) and gradually grew. We have had 
several changes over the past couple of years due to people’s commitments and interests, so it has been a 
fluid membership. We meet in each other’s homes monthly in the afternoon and usually can count on two 
to four people being away. This is just as well, as then there is more time for participants to discuss the 
book … and everyone gets a chair! We all suggest books to read and we develop a list for several months 
ahead. 

We decided early on that we would be a book club, not an eating club, so we don’t get into fancy 
entertaining. We don’t even have wine – shocking for some, I’m sure! We want to focus on the book, hear 
everyone’s ideas, learn something new, have some fun and leave with a good feeling. We have also 
participated in some larger group book club activities coordinated by the fiction book clubs within 
4Seasons. These have always been interesting and a great opportunity to talk books with others as well. 

If anyone would like to start another non-fiction book club, I would be happy to assist in getting things 
going. As well, to give you some ideas of what kinds of books we’ve been reading, our book list follows. It is 
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quite a cross section of topics and may be of interest whether you join a book club or not. These are books 
which some of us own and could potentially lend out. As well, the Public Library is able to order five copies 
of books for book clubs as long as it is not too recently published and therefore in demand. 

I hope that someone is willing to coordinate another non-fiction book club, so that more members are able 
to participate. If you are interested, please feel free to contact me: ruth.plant625@gmail.com. There will be 
a sign-up sheet for interested members at the next 4Seasons Probus meeting. 

Non-Fiction Book Club Reading List (March 2018 – February 2020) 
 
Being Mortal – Medicine and What Happens in the End by Atul Gawande 

The Promise of Canada: 150 Years - People and Ideas that have Shaped Our Country by Charlotte Gray 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J. D. Vance 

Hope for Animals and Their World: How Endangered Species Are Being Rescued from the Brink by Jane Goodall 

Precious Cargo: My Year of Driving the Kids on School Bus 3077 by Craig Davidson 

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari 

The Inconvenient Indian: a Curious Account of Native People in North America by Thomas King  

David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants by Malcom Gladwell. 

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah 

Lands of Lost Borders: Out of Bounds on the Silk Road by Kate Harris 

Infidel by Ayaan Hirsi Ali   

21 Lessons for the 21st Century by Yuval Noah Harari 

Public Triumph, Private Tragedy: A Biography of John Robarts by Steve Paiken 

Educated by Tara Westover 

Age of Discovery: Navigating the Shocks of Our Second Renaissance by Chris Kutarna and Ian Goldin.  

City of Thorns by Ben Rawlence 

Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right by Jane Mayer 
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CROSS COUNTRY SKIING 
Coordinator: Bruce Clark 

 

We have been getting out every Friday morning for fresh air, 

great exercise, wonderful company - oh yeah, followed by 

food and conversation. On Valentine's Day it was a frosty 

morning, a chilly -20 degrees or so when we set out but we 

had sunshine and no wind! A hearty bunch - no one backed 

out despite the cold temperatures. We followed up with a 

wonderful lunch at Betty & Rob Farquharson's for 18 of us. 

Thank you Betty and Rob. Let it snow!! If you want to get in 

on the fun, send an email to bruce.clark625@gmail.com. The 

photo doesn't lie! 

   

 

 

 

Green Team 
Coordinator: Bruce Clark 

To do your small part, please bring your own coffee mug to our monthly meetings. As many of you may 

know, Sobeys has stopped using plastic bags. If enough of us ask the other stores, they will all get on board 

and we can make a difference!  Did you know that you can bring your own container to Metro, Loblaws or 

Sobeys to purchase fresh fish? Just bring a clean container with a lid and ask them to use it instead of the 

non-recyclable wrapping they use.  

Though we had to postpone our last meeting, we are still planning future activities. If you want to get 

involved in energy reduction, finding greener transportation options, mapping your carbon footprint and 

learning about ways to reduce it, increasing our local tree canopy, or learning more about consumption and 

waste reduction - come join us. If you want to be added to our email list, let me know 

at bruce.clark625@gmail.com 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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GUESS WHO IS COMING TO DINNER 
Coordinators: Sharon Yates and Joan Walsh 

Our latest event was on February 12, with members of our club enjoying dinner at a surprise location, with 

surprise hosts and attendees. As usual, it was a very enjoyable evening for all. Thank you so much to our 

hard working organizers Joan Walsh and Sharon Yates. This is a special event which all participants look 

forward to very much. 

KNITTING  
Coordinator Sandi Allevato 

 
The last meeting of the Tuesday afternoon knitters was held at the home of Dianne Gerstmann. There is a 
large variety of projects being made—baby’s hats, sweaters, wine bottle cozies, pouffes, blankets, toques, 
and much more. 

You will see in the pictures that we even have 4 legged knitters! 
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PROBUS BONSPIEL                  

Our 4Seasons Probus rink comprised of Gene Allevato, 
(skip), Sandi Allevato (vice), Martin Ruthven (second), 
and Joanne Ruthven (lead), had a very fun and 
successful day , placing second out of twelve teams in 
the early draw. It was a fun day, with teams, from the 
local Collingwood and Wasaga Beach Probus clubs as 
well as teams from Barrie, Orillia, Markdale, and 
Beaver Valley. Jack Thorndike from the Collingwood 
Men’s Probus club did his usual excellent job of 
organizing and emceeing this event. 

 

PROBUS SKI LEGENDS 

Coordinator: Ian Donaldson 

 

This group has completed a very successful season, with visits to many of the local private ski clubs. Please 

watch for information on next year’s activities. 

 

SNOWSHOWING 
Coordinator: Mike Travers 

 

The snowshoeing group has been celebrating winter every week with a winter hike/snowshoe adventure. 

There was a very snowy outing to Creemore Nature Preserve, a magical moonlight snowshoe at 

Nottawasaga Lookout and a beautiful winter hike at the Wasaga Boot Loop. Let’s hope for good snow over 

the next month...plenty of trails to explore. 

 

THEATRE 

Coordinators: Debbie McNair and Joan Walsh 
 

 

April 8 Shaw Festival Theatre Trip to see Gypsy. We have a few seats left on the luxury mini bus to Niagara 

on the Lake. Cost $160 pp for platinum level seats and transportation. Stopping at Peller Estates Winery 

preceding the matinee (lunch optional). Departing the Metro parking lot at 8:30 am, returning 7 pm. 

Contact Debbie McNair (mailto:dmmcnair55@gmail.com) for tickets. 
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TRAVEL 

Coordinator: Gloria Thompson 

GEORGIAN PROBUS TRAVEL GROUP 

 

1. May 9, 2020 Scotland Highlands and Islands of Scotland for 2 weeks. Some space has opened up for new 

bookings. Please contact Gloria at 705-429-9455. 

 

2. May 2021 will be a 2 weeks in Portugal and Madeira. Watch for details. 

3. Sept 11 – 19, 2021. North Croatia and Slovenia bus tour. For more info check out the flyer on pages 11,12 

of this newsletter or contact Jaccqui at 647-404-9380.  

 

4. Sept 19 - 26, 2021.  Bike and Yacht Croatia. Rent regular or e-bikes and tour the islands. The prior week 

will be a land tour, inland. For info contact Jaccqui at 647-404-9380.  

WINE STUDY 

On February 11, thirteen members of the wine study group met to taste and discuss Pinot Noir wines. Two 
members presented wines from Ontario, Chile, France, Oregon and New Zealand. The Chilean wine came 
out on top for most tasters.  

Deliberation ensued about where and what will be studied next time, among other topics. This crowd is 
getting harder to rein in!  

We learned of an app (Vivino) that gives tasting notes of a wine when you provide a photo of the label. 
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Social Co-conveners' Update 

 

Two Fantastic Events Took Place in February 

 
MacLean’s Engineering Tour with lunch following at the Iron Skillet.  MacLean’s produces underground 
mining equipment for a global market, putting Collingwood on the international map. 30 participants 
enjoyed an informative tour. Check out the full update on page 13 of this newsletter. 
 

 
   
 
Bowling over your Valentine. Another great event with 30 bowlers (not hats) showing off their 5 pin skills.  
Bowler hats off to Howard Morrison for taking home the award for highest score – men’s and to Sandi 
Alevato for taking home the ladies’ high score award. And congratulations to Gary Brennan who won the 
surprise raffle!  We hope to see folks in April for the Bowling for Bunnies Event. 
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Hearts & Flowers 

If you know of a 4Seasons’ member who is ill, injured or has suffered a loss, please notify Mary Ferguson, 

or call her at 647-640-7875; a card will be sent on behalf of our club. 

 

Events Coming Soon 
 
MARCH 
Honda Plant Tour Alliston – March 17 & 20 are sold out 
 
APRIL  
Theatre Trip – Niagara on the Lake to see ‘Gypsy’ – April 8 - $160 pp 
 
Bowling for Bunnies – April 9 - $15 pp 
 
Trivia Night – April 23 - $TBA  
 
MAY 
Theatre Trip to see ‘Hamilton’ – May 9 - in Toronto $300 pp 
 
Spring into Summer Fashion Show – May 25 - $TBA 
 
Niagara Bike and Wine Tour – May 28 - $117.52 pp 
 
Optional Niagara Wine Tour Prince of Wales Accommodation – May 27-29 - $517.54 pp 
 
 

MANY MORE EVENTS TO BE AVAILABLE FOR SIGN-UP, ONCE CONFIRMED!  

We have 12+ events awaiting confirmation. Works in progress are Miss Midland Lunch Cruise, SS Keewatin 

Tour, Bruce Power Station Tour, Nine and Dines at a variety of local courses, a visit to Base Borden in 

Angus, and our annual Christmas Dinner and Dance. Stay tuned! 

BY THE WAY… 

…Are you away during the sign-up, but want to participate? Ask a friend to sign you up with your e-mail 

address. Is payment is involved too? Ask your friend to pay with a cheque and reimburse your friend.  Need 

a ride to the event? Find out who is going and ask for a lift.  
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Additional Events Details 
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Additional Events Details     

McLean Engineering Tour 
 
On Friday Feb. 6, Four Seasons Probus was hosted by McLean Engineering for a tour of their Collingwood 
plant on Raglan Street. There was a great turn out with approximately 30 in attendance. The plant primarily 
manufactures underground mining equipment used in base metal mines that is sold globally. About 125 
people work on the plant floor. Other manufacturing facilities are located in Owen Sound and Barrie and 
test mine is located in Sudbury.  
 
The company makes most of the components used in production starting with cutting 3/8 inch steel plate 
for the bodies of the equipment. We saw several units in various stages of completion. The company has 
numerous innovative systems including research and development, parts control, labour shifts and 
equipment customization as required by the customer. One of the main pieces of equipment manufactured 
at the plant are rock bolters. These large pieces of equipment (in excess of 30 ft) are used to secure wire 
mesh on the roofs of underground openings with 6 foot and longer rock bolts. The units drill and drive in 
the bolts at the front end of the unit while the operator in the cab works under secure ground. This 
equipment is integral in securing loose rock in the roof of underground openings to workers can operate 
safely.  
 
Another of the innovations is the trend towards producing battery operated equipment. Many of the units 
produced now are powered by huge lithium batteries assembled at the plant. This equipment helps result 
in greatly improved underground air quality and reduces greenhouse gas output. This very successful 
company has come a long way since starting off manufacturing equipment in the owner’s barn in 
Thornbury. Probus members generously contributed a significant number of items which were donated to 
the Collingwood Food Bank. Thanks very much to McLean for hosting this tour.  
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2020 Management Committee  
 

  
  

President  Martin Ruthven  289-383-3129  

Vice President  Bruce Clark  705-532-9829  

Past President  Steve Officer  519-281-7207  

Past President  Diane Fitzgerald  416-930-1850  

Treasurer  Betty Farquharson  905-808-5306  

Secretary  Gene Allevato  705-445-9508  

Membership Chair  Sue Barbour  416-985-7164  

Communications Chair  Wendy Hately  705-444-3420  

Activity Convener  JoAnne Ruthven  289-383-3129  

Events Convener  Rita Leithead  705-351-2448  

Speakers Chair  Cate McMullen  705-445-9406  

Member At Large  Mary Ferguson  647-640-7875  
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