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President's Message
Greetings to all!
It is time for our June General Meeting (GM) which will be our last one until September. There will
be no newsletter in July, but one will be sent out in August, so be sure to watch for it!
The invite for this meeting will go out shortly. When you receive it (and please check your Spam)
ensure you register. Once you do so you will receive the link to join the meeting on June 23 at 1:00
pm. Our Speakers’ Committee has once again come up with a terrific speaker for us, details of
which are in this newsletter. I realize the weather has been great for golfing and getting out and
just enjoying the outdoors, but I hope you will be able to join us for our last meeting before the
summer break.
With the Government starting to lift restrictions, and people now receiving their second shots of
the vaccine, there is a glimmer of hope that we may be able to return to in person
meetings. Exactly when this will take place of course depends on many factors, the main one being
the easing of restrictions. Should things continue to improve, it is our hope that we can return to
in person meetings as early as September, realizing of course there would most likely be some
restrictions and protocols in place including a limit as to how many members can gather. If not
September, we are truly hoping we will be able hold our AGM in person in October. Then comes
the challenge of where we hold the meeting as we are unsure at this time when the Legion will
once again be available for meetings. In the event it does not become available, we have formed a
committee to look at alternative locations that we could rent temporarily. We hope to have a
decision on this issue for inclusion in our newsletter in August. When we are able to meet in
person, we will continue to also offer access to virtual meetings to those members not able to
attend.
2022 Membership Fees
Management Committee has decided to reduce membership fees for 2022 to $40.00 for all
current members. Currently we have 296 members registered. We have put a hold on new
memberships until the fall. Anyone joining at that time will be charged a fee of $55.00 ($40.00 plus
the cost of their name badge). We were able to give our members a fee reduction due to the fact
we have not had to pay rental costs for the past 15 months which resulted in a surplus in our
budget. In addition to reducing fees, we will follow through on previously approved expenditures
including purchase of audio and video equipment, subsidy of a couple of functions our social
committee has planned, and to increase our budget for speakers for next year. I think we would all
agree that the speakers we have had for our Zoom meetings have been terrific, but they of course,
have cost more. We felt that increasing this part of our budget would allow our Speakers
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Committee to look for even more dynamic speakers from many spectrums that would be of
interest to our members. Our fee structure will again be reviewed by MC at this time next year.
E-Transfer/ Square
Our treasurer, Betty Farquharson is working hard to make the necessary arrangements to allow us
to utilize e-transfer moving forward. Betty will also be training us on the use of Square with the
intention of being ready to move forward with that as soon as we return to in person
meetings. There will be a detailed update in the August newsletter.
You are now up to date. I hope you will be able to join us for the meeting on June 23 at 1:00
pm. The speaker promises to once again be very interesting. Have a great summer. Get vaccinated
and hopefully we will be able to resume our in person meetings in the fall.
Martin Ruthven

We have been recording our Monthly meetings in full or in part with
the intention of sharing the video presentations with those members
that were unable to join the meeting, as well for those who wished to
see the presentations a second time.
We will do our best to post the most recent past meeting(s) in the
monthly newsletter.
To view, click on the meeting date below. The files are large and in some cases may take some time to
open.

MAY 2021 General Meeting - Speaker Presentation “Apollo 11 – Some tales of humankind's first
voyage to another world”
APRIL 2021 General Meeting – Speaker Presentation “The Great Escape: The Untold Story ”
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Guest Speaker
June 23: "An Adventure on the High Seas and the Journey
Within'
By: Sue and David Williams
While in their early 50's, Sue, without an adventure seeking bone in
her body, and her husband David, without any real blue water
experience, left their three sons, cast off in their 37 foot sailboat
from Hamilton Ontario and headed east: destination the North
Atlantic Ocean.
In the space of a year the couple completed two transatlantic
crossings and spent a total of 86 days on the high seas.
Sue has written a compelling memoir, "Ready to Come About"
(Dundurn Press), of their improbable, often perilous adventure.
Sue will read from her book and David will present a slide show of their life altering journey. The
book can be purchased at a 25% discount from Dundurn Press on line.

Inia, anchored off Ilha da Culatra, near Olhão, in the Algarve region of Portugal.
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Socially Distancing Social Activities
Rita Liethead & Joanne Ruthven

Our Spring Finale 4Seasons Probus Happy Hour Trivia was held June 2.
Congratulations to the Flip Flop Team - Anne Travers, Mieke Meere, Martin and Joanne Ruthven and
Howard and Jill Morrison. Your team now has the joined those others who are in the Four Seasons
Probus Happy Hour Trivia Bragging Rights Hall of infamy!
Thanks once again to our Zoom Coordinator, Diane Fitzgerald, and our Scorekeeper, Dianne
Gerstmann, for their support. And a great big thanks to all those who participated over the last 6
months. Have a wonderful summer!

WE HAVE DATES BOOKED – Mark Your Calendars Today!
Looking forward to good and better times, we have a few things up our sleeves. We’ll keep you posted
on the following plans as they solidify:

Golf for Fun and Health
As summer approaches and Covid restrictions lift, many
of you will most likely be looking at ways to reconnect
with family and friends. As a result, your Social
Committee will be on Zoom hiatus for at least the
summer, but we still have a few things organized for
you. Here’s what we have.
Golf Nine and Dine at Duntroon Highlands
Date July 14, 2021
Time:
3:00 pm - 4:20 pm
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
7:00 pm

T-off times, scheduled every 10 minutes.
Bestball format
Happy Hour Social Time
Dinner

Cost:

$82 per person (all in with taxes and gratuity.) Includes 9 hole golf
with cart and dinner. Sorry there are no other options.

How do I signup?

Email Rita Leithead at 4seasonsocial@gmail.com
Indicate your choice of food (see What’s for Dinner below)
Include your name and choice of dinner
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Maximum 2 member names per household for signup
What is cutoff date?

First 32 people or Friday July 2, whichever comes first

Who do I pay?

TBA after signup, you will receive an e-mail that you are in.
Payment information will provided.
If you did not make the cutoff, indicate that you would like to be on the
wait list.

When do I pay?

By July 7

Cancellation policy?

Rain check for another group date. No refunds.

What’s for dinner?
A choice of:
1. Local Pan-fried Trout on a bed of basmati rice w fresh local vegetables
2. Grilled Flank Steak w oven roast smashed potatoes & local vegetables
3. Seasonal and local vegetarian option upon request
- all with choice of either Salad or Daily Dessert
Covid Protocols in place.
Golf in August
Your Social Committee is working hard to organize an August Golf event. We have tentatively booked a
course for August 11. We are still working out the details. Look for more information in a special e-mail
we will be sending out in July!
Christmas Party December 4, 2021 has been reserved

Ongoing Activities
PROBUS LEGENDS SKIS are preparing for the next ski season. Any 4Seasons member can join for a
small fee. Membership includes:
Twice weekly morning skis at Blue Mountain with a paid ticket or 5x7 pass. Lunch after at one of the
restaurants.
The opportunity to ski at private clubs such as Osler, Alpine, Craigleith and Devils Glen ski areas. Two
group trips per year. For more info contact Ian Donaldson. idona175@rogers.com
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Travel Club
After a very successful launch in spring, the “travelers” met June 1, at which time Eric and Shirley
Sutton presented on their 10 day trip to Iceland. They found the southwest part the most interesting.
Iceland can be cool and windy resulting in some road closures for those interested in a self-drive tour.
The scenery is dramatic with the number of waterfalls making it a dream destination for
photographers. There are few hotels outside of Reykjavik, B&B's and guesthouses are the way to go.
Food is very expensive. Betty Farquharson, Shashi and Eswar Prasad and Connie Brebner also offered
their perspectives. All agreed Iceland is safe and Icelanders are very friendly.
Shirley then added some notes on City Guided Bike tours in and around Chicago, New Orleans,
Montreal, Portugal, Niagara on the Lake and Toronto waterfront.New members are always welcome to
join. The next meeting will be on September 7. To join, please contact Pat
Purcell ppurcell1007@gmail.com orMaryFerguson maryferguson144@gmail.com.
Knitting
Sandi will be restarting our knitters group when indoor meetings are permitted. In the
meantime....keep your needles busy.
Hiking
Groups of up to 10 people (including the leader) will be going out. Those members who have signed
up will receive an email with proposed dates. The first 10 members to respond will be included, and
will receive a confirmation with hike details. If you are not signed up, you can do so
at hike4seasons@gmail.com
Biking
Discussions are underway to make biking available for as many members as possible with current
limitations. Due to the high level of interest in this activity and the current limit of 10 participants, we
will need to have multiple groups and multiple rides. Stay tuned for details.

Kayaking & Canoeing
Ready to go if the government limit is 10 or more participants outdoors. Potential locations include:
Nottawasaga River from Klondike Park
Beaver River from Epping Sideroad
Eugenia Lake Public Beach
Peasemarch Beach
Bells Lake (Markdale)

Nottawasaga River from Schoonertown Parkette
Beaver River Heathcote
Collingwood Harbour and Whites Bay
Fred Rapier Park (Meaford)

We usually paddle in the morning and everyone brings a lunch & folding chair for a group picnic. If
anyone wants to be added to the list, contact Ian Donaldson at idona175@rogers.com
We are all hopeful that the fall will see much more easing of restrictions and more of a return to our
many Probus activities.
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2021 Management Committee
President

Martin Ruthven

289-383-3129

Vice President

Bruce Clark

705-532-9829

Past President

Steve Officer

519-281-7207

Past President

Diane Fitzgerald

416-930-1850

Treasurer

Betty Farquharson

905-808-5306

Secretary

Gene Allevato

705-445-9508

Sue Barbour

416-985-7164

Wendy Hately

705-444-3420

Activity Convener

JoAnne Ruthven

289-383-3129

Events Convener

Rita Leithead

705-351-2448

Speakers Chair

Cate McMullen

705-445-9406

Member At Large

Mary Ferguson

647-640-7875

Membership Chair
Communications Chair
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