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Greetings to all, and I hope your Thanksgiving weekend was an enjoyable one. The weather was
certainly outstanding. It is once again time for our monthly general meeting (gm) which will take
place via ZOOM on Wednesday October 27th at 1:00 pm. Watch your email (and spam) for your
invite from “Probus 4Seasons” and register for the meeting to ensure you will receive the link to
join the meeting.
As mentioned in my last newsletter, management committee (mc) has decided to hold our last 2
general meetings for 2021 via zoom and to start in person meetings again in January 2022. It
appears that the government is about to reduce restrictions, which of course is a very positive
thing for all of us on many fronts. Many clubs are starting to return to in person meetings, so
everything is looking positive at the moment. We feel, however, that it is imperative that before
we return to in person meetings, we are also in a position to offer the meetings virtually to those
members not able to attend and must ensure that it is of a very high quality. We have had
discussions with the Legion about returning and our ability to present meetings virtually and we
will be working to obtain the equipment necessary to ensure there are no issues for those
watching remotely. We appreciate your patience and understanding. If you have any expertise in
this area we would gladly accept any help we can get. You can contact myself at
jomart.ruthven@gmail.com, Diane Fitzgerald at fitzgeraldsrock@gmail.com or send an email to
probus4seasons@gmail.com.
Once again, our Speakers Committee have arranged for a very interesting speaker. The topic this
month is “Newfoundland”, and it promises to be both entertaining and humorous. See full details
in the Speakers Corner in the newsletter!
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Please ensure you check out all the events that our fabulous Social Committee continue to
organize for us. As restrictions are lifted, we will once again have many events to choose from.
Just a reminder that we still require everyone attending any events or activities to be fully
vaccinated and to have “Proof of vaccination”. The government has now issued a digital passport
that can be downloaded, which should make things easier. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is scheduled for November 24th at which time we will be
presenting the 2022 budget and holding elections for the Management Committee. If you would
like to nominate someone or offer your own name for a position on the MC please send an email
to Probus4seasons@gmail.com , or to me directly at jomart.ruthven@gmail.com no later than
Monday November 8th. A list of all Nominees for election and their respective positions will be
sent out no later than 2 weeks prior to the AGM, so please watch for that. If you are able, please
plan on attending our “AGM” via zoom in November so you can vote!!!
That’s it for this newsletter. A friendly reminder that Membership fees have been set at $40.00
for the upcoming year and are due November 1st. For full details please refer to our
“Membership” page in this newsletter.
I hope to see you at our General Zoom Meeting on October 27th, at 1:00 pm. You are welcome to
sign in earlier if you would like to have an opportunity to chat with other members.
Get vaccinated, stay safe!
Martin Ruthven

September 2021 Guest speaker video – Georgian Bay Islands National
Park
June 2021 Guest speaker video – Ready to Come About
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As it is our year end at the end of October I am sending out this REMINDER NOTICE to let you
know that your dues have been reduced to $40.00 per person during this Covid time period and
Due November 1.
This amount can be paid via E-transfer (instructions below) or by personal cheque mailed to 4
Seasons Probus, Box 114, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 3Z4.
When making this payment please let me know if any of your personal information on file has
changed. My email address is suebarbour10@gmail.com.
Many thanks, keep safe. Also, if you have already send your fees, thank you!

Sue Barbour

As a convenience to our membership, 4Seasons Probus is delighted to initiate upcoming payments
by e-transfer. Now you can renew your membership and sign up for all your favourite events from
your phone or computer. The e-mail address for our group is: probus4seasons@gmail.com
E-transfer instructions:
For those of you not yet entirely familiar with e-transfer, here are instructions to make it easier for
you. Each bank may format this process a little differently:
1. Log in to your online banking account
2. Select Interac e-transfer
3. Choose from which of your accounts you will be paying by selecting at the v arrow (drop down
menu).
4. Set up Probus as the To account as follows:
“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
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a. Create a contact name. This can be Probus, 4Seasons Probus or any other identifier that
is meaningful to you.
b. Enter the probus email: probus4seasons@gmail.com You may have to type this twice to
make sure you got it right.
c. Select Add

Good news! You only have to do this once and the Probus will be set up as a recipient for your
account.

5. Select Send Money
6. You will by prompted to enter an amount
7. In the “optional” message space, please enter you name and the even name (and / or number if
available) that you are paying for.
8. There is no secret password. You should get an e-mail confirming your payment.
Thanks! See you at Probus!
Betty Farquharson
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October 27: Newfoundland
By: Paul Dias
Graduating from a Liberal Arts college sometime in the last century,
Paul Dias is a former journalist as well as an avid student and
teacher of the humanities. His main areas of interest include
philosophy, history, literature, drama and art. He is delighted to
promote these subjects with people of all ages as he believes they
deepen and enrich the human spirit.
And the program description:
Newfoundland
Believe it or not, Newfoundland is the heart of Canada. It has been
schemed over and fought for by everyone – from Vikings to European powers to the Canadian
Government. Through it all, its dynamic people and culture continue to endure. In this interactive
presentation that combines humour with history, we’ll explore the rich background of this unique
province while having a few laughs along the way.

Our September events were huge successes and well attended. People were happy to see both
new and old friends in person! Let’s hope we can continue with more in person events in both a
safe and virus free environment!

September - In Review
First - we had the Sheffield Black History and Cultural Museum
Tour, when on Thursday, September 16, twenty 4Seasons Probus
members visited the Sheffield Park Black History and Cultural
Museum in Clarksburg. It was a fascinating tour of the journey of
our Early Black Pioneers from Africa to Simcoe and Grey
Counties. The tour started out focusing on Africa, with artifacts
such as slave chains and clothing and then moved to the
southern USA during the slave trade. Many stories and pictures
were posted about those times. Then we moved on to the Underground Railroad and the safe
houses and quilts that guided the way north to the terminus of South Georgian Bay. The journey
“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
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ended with artifacts from the military and marine accomplishments and other cultural Black
advancements in Collingwood and the surrounding area. There was lots of positive feedback from
our members who attended and we learned so much about the Black Pioneers of South Georgian
Bay.
Second - we met over drinks and refreshments at our
September 22nd Happy Hour held at the Iron Skillet. This
event booked up quickly. Look for another Happy Hour event
in November - October’s is already full! However, we are
working on creating online waiting lists and will keep you
posted.

And finally we had the Avro Museum Tour at the Edenvale
Airport. 42 Probus members attended the September 23
Tour. This piece of Canadian aviation history was really
intriguing and well received. The tour lasted 1.5 hours and 34
members stayed for a patio lunch. Truly a great day and a fun
event!

October
October started off with a Zoom October 7th - our Trivia Happy Hour Zoom featured quizzes on
Turkeys, Halloween, TV Shows from the ‘70s, and Food and Drink. Did you know that Captain
Kanagroo’s farmer friend’s name was Mr. Greenjeans!? Congratulations to the winning team - The
Fallen! Team members were Colleen Robinson, Dianne and Mike Gerstmann, and last but not
least Sandi and Gene Allevato.
Come out to our next Trivia Happy Hour, Thursday November 4th. You won’t be guessing alone
as you will be set up with a team. Watch for your Zoom Invitation.
Bowling October 14th
It was great to see so many familiar faces, even masked, at an indoor activity. In this case it was
our resurrected bowling event held at Georgian Bowl October 14th.

“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
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Twenty one of our members did their best to be awarded the coveted
turkey hat. When the dust settled from all the strikes, spares and quite a
few misses, the high score for women was achieved by Lindsey Barclay and
for the men, Martin Ruthven. As you can see, they both wore the turkey
hat proudly. The other award was a random draw of participants for a free
entry into our next bowling event, and the winner was lucky Ava Zaritsky.
We're going to try to have a bowling event every month and for the
balance of the year, the next two dates are November 18 and December 16,
in both cases starting at 1:45 pm. Thanks to the bowling commissioner Jim
Ransom, and his helpers Rita Leithead and Betty Farquharson, and to Georgian Bowl for making
this event easy despite the restrictions in place and out of their control!

Still to come in October the Bala Cranberry Marsh Tour and Wine tasting
Event that filled up in 1 day!

November
Alpaca Time Tour Wednesday November 3rd, 1:30 pm
25 4Seasons Probus members will have an opportunity to tour Alpaca Time, a small commercial
alpaca fibre mill located in Minto, located 1.5 hours from Collingwood. We will see the entire
process of wool manufacturing from washing the alpaca wool, the machinery used to make the
wool and how the end products are made. Alpaca wool is luxurious, warm and soft and is six times
warmer than wool while wicking away moisture. It is also hypoallergenic, resists piling and
matting. After the tour, we will have an opportunity to visit their retail store where you could
purchase wool, socks, hats, mitts, dryer balls, etc.
This tour is free and we will be divided into timed entries of 5-6 people due to space and Covid
restrictions. You will be able to sign up for a specific time. More information about Alpaca Time
can be found on their website www.alpacatime.ca.
Sign up now Alpaca Time Tour.
Trivia Happy Hour Thursday November 4th, 4:00 pm - 5:30
Sign up Look for the Probus 4 Seasons Zoom Invitation coming out the week of October 25th
Bowling Thursday November 18th, 1:45 pm
“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
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Bowling starts at 2:00 pm, but we need to be fitted for shoes, set in teams, and get some practice
shots in, 15 minutes before hand!
Sign up now Bowling November 18

Still In the works for November - (tab confirmed with venues )
Monthly In Person Happy Hour - November 24th
Movie Time with James Bond: No Time to Die
Ste Marie Among the Hurons First Light

December – still in the works. Stay Tuned
Christmas Dinner Saturday December 4th
Trivia Happy Hour Thursday December 9th
Bowling Thursday December 16th

Welcome to fall 2021and let’s hope this great weather continues for a while longer.
Although we were not able to participate in our full slate of activities this past summer, we were
still able to enjoy the outdoors, and continue to keep in touch.
Non Fiction Book Club
The non-fiction book club continued to meet during COVID-19 restrictions with monthly
gatherings via Zoom. In September we had our first in-person gathering which coincided with a
member's birthday, so it was a wonderful celebration to be able to see each other again. Our two
most recent books were: The Wake by Linden MacIntyre and Ready to Come About by Sue
Williams.
Linden MacIntyre's book is about some little-known Newfoundland history of a tsunami which
wiped out the fishing industry on the Burin Peninsula in 1929. Replacement employment came in
the way of fluorspar mining. This resulted in the premature deaths of three generations of local
men who worked in the mines without proper equipment or safety standards and often without
“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
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wages due to a shyster American owner/promoter. It's an important piece of history none of us
knew about.
This month's book is by one of the speakers at our 4 Seasons Probus meeting in June 2021. Sue
Williams tells the full story of the round-trip trans-Atlantic sailing voyage she and her husband
experienced as novice ocean sailors. It is a tale of adventure woven throughout with thoughtful
parenting advice. It's lovely to read being able to picture them and "hear" Sue and Dave's voices.
The book does not disappoint as she relays even more misadventures than their presentation
touched on.
We plan to continue meeting monthly in each other's homes as we are all double vaccinated and
are adhering to the Club's COVID-19 protocols. Hopefully this will be able to continue as we
anticipate a "new normal".
Fiction Book Club
Our fiction book club carries on bravely! We will have our first meeting in a home in well over a
year and a half on Oct. 19. It's been Zoom and parks up until now. I reminded everyone we need
to be fully vaccinated, but unsurprisingly that is not a problem.
Kayaking and Canoeing
The paddling season has ended for the season. Our last outing had a group of 6 members
paddling the northern end of Eugenia Lake a few weeks ago.
2021/2022 Probus Ski legends Ski Days and Trips
Probus Ski legends membership averages over 200 per year and our members come from all the
Probus clubs in this area.
We live in an amazing ski area in Southern Ontario. The Blue Mountain Escarpment has 5 Private
Clubs and 1 Public Ski Resort. All offering great skiing.
The cost to join Ski legends is only $30.00 and gives you the opportunity to ski at all the Private
Clubs at a discounted price, join ski trips at a discounted price and ski with other Ski Legends
members on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at Blue Mountain. We will also be organizing social
activities that will be announced on the Ski Legends website at : www.probusskilegends.ca
We have two ski trips booked in the Canadian West in 2022. Each Ski trip will be limited to
approximately 40 people and bookings will be sold on a first come basis. These trips have been
“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
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selling well, but there is still space available, so if you are interested, we suggest you check out the
details below. You will be required to pay your Legends dues at the time of booking if you have
not already done so.
Ski Legends 2022 Ski Trips:
Banff/Lake Louise Feb 5, - 12, 2022. 7 nights. 4 nights at the Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise and 3
nights at the Banff Springs. The deadline for booking this ski trip in November 15th. For details
check the following link:
http://probusskilegends.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/112/files/2021/09/2022-Banff-Lake-LouiseFlyer-v9-21.pdf
Sun Peaks February 28 – March 10. 10 Nights at the Sun Peaks Grand Hotel. Very Popular every
year. Great ski-in, ski-out. The deadline for booking this trip is November 30th. For details check
the following link:
http://probusskilegends.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/112/files/2021/09/2022-Sun-Peaks-Flyer-v921.pdf
If you have any questions, you can contact idona175@rogers.com
We hope to see you on the slopes,
Ian Donaldson
4 Seasons Probus Ski Legends Representative
Hiking
Mike Travers is still planning to offer hikes through the fall. Usually they are full with the limit set
at 12 but there were only 8 people on the last hike. In September hikes at Wasaga Beach
Provincial Park, Duncan Crevices and Marl Lake/Simcoe County Forest. All hikes were followed by
an enjoyable lunch but it seems restaurants are starting to close their patios so going forward
lunches will need to be indoors.
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2021 Management Committee
President

Martin Ruthven

289-383-3129

Vice President

Bruce Clark

705-532-9829

Past President

Steve Officer

519-281-7207

Past President

Diane Fitzgerald

416-930-1850

Treasurer

Betty Farquharson

905-808-5306

Secretary

Gene Allevato

705-445-9508

Sue Barbour

416-985-7164

Wendy Hately

705-444-3420

Activity Convener

JoAnne Ruthven

289-383-3129

Events Convener

Rita Leithead

705-351-2448

Speakers Chair

Cate McMullen

705-445-9406

Member At Large

Mary Ferguson

647-640-7875

Membership Chair
Communications Chair
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