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Well, it looks like winter is slowly creeping in, which means it is time to start thinking about those
winter activities.
It is amazing how quickly this year has gone, even though the current Covid situation continues to
drag on. Despite that, here we are in November, and it is time for our last General meeting of the
year. This meeting is our Annual General Meeting where we elect our new Management
Committee. At this time, we do not have any new candidates so we will be voting to keep our
existing Committee together, except for one member, Mary Ferguson. Mary has an opportunity to
spend 6 weeks out west skiing and wants to take advantage of it. We certainly understand and
wish her well. Mary has been a valued member of the Management Committee since our club’s
inception, and I would like to personally thank Mary for her efforts and wish her well in her
travels.
Our AGM meeting is scheduled for 1:00 pm Wednesday November 24 via Zoom. When you
receive the invite please register as we would like to have as big a turn out as possible. I will be
sending out an agenda for the meeting, along with a list of the candidates, on the weekend via
email so please watch for it. Since we do not have a speaker scheduled for this meeting, I do not
anticipate it lasting more than an hour at the most. Upon the conclusion of the meeting, we will
be gathering for a happy hour. Details of this event will be sent out by Wendy Weise. I’m looking
forward to seeing you there.
Our social committee has organized some great events for us for the upcoming months so be sure
to check out the Social Committee page in this newsletter.
Since my term as President is now completed, you will no longer be seeing messages from me. It
has been an honour and a pleasure to act in this position despite having to stave off calls for my
impeachment (which began with my inauguration). We have an amazing group of people on the
management committee who have been wonderful to work with, especially in the past 21 months.
There were many challenges, but everyone stepped up and made great contributions. I look
forward to working with the newly elected management committee and serving as Past President
for the next year.
Martin Ruthven

“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
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It's hard to believe this year is almost up and winter is about to arrive. Where has the time gone? It seems
like yesterday we were in Bala, late October enjoying the great outdoors and some wine tasting at
Cranberry Marsh and Wine Tasting Tour.

October Event Catch-Up
Cranberry Marsh Tour and Wine Tasting - October 21
A group of 4Seasons Probus members travelled to the
Cranberry Lakes Farm near Bala for a tour and wine
tasting. The farm was very well organized for receiving
visitors, and used Covid 19 protocols. Although the
weather forecast called for rain, the clouds soon
dispersed, and it became a beautiful day. We boarded
wagons for a tour of the property, with “Bob” as our
very entertaining guide. He explained the process of
growing and harvesting the berries and told us the
history of the farm.
After our tour we moved to the wine tasting room for a tutored sampling of 6 wines produced by the farm.
The wines, all cranberry based, ranged from dry to a sweet dessert wine. For some, apples or blueberries
were added for flavour. We were then free to explore some of the walking paths and browse the on-site
store. A “few” of us left with bread, candles, jams, candy, and a little(?) wine.
We then drove to the Lakeside Restaurant in Bala for a delicious pre-arranged lunch. There may have been
few people who slept on the way back to Collingwood.

November Events
Alpaca Time Tour - November 3

Several groups travelled to Alpaca Time, a manufacturing
facility which makes alpaca products, such as socks, hats,
yarn and boot insoles. We were able to see the entire
process from raw and unwashed alpaca wool, washing,
carding, spinning and sock making. It was very interesting
and informative! This company sells their products
worldwide and we were able to browse in their store after
the tour.
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Trivia Happy Hour - November 4
This month’s theme was Movember with team names covering the gamut of infamous moustached people
such a the Magnum PI’s, The Biker Gang, The Mario Brothers and The Einstein’s. Hats off to the Mario
Brothers Team: Bev Donaldson, Lina DiFelice, Joanne Ruthven, Mieke Meere, Nancy Yager, and Wolfgang
Foullong who now hold the coveted Trivia Happy Hour Bragging Rights! Did you know that Tom Selleck was
the moustached actor featured in the 1970’s Salem Long Commercials?

Bowling November 18 - signup is now closed
Monthly In Person Happy Hour November 24
Sorry, this event is full!
Ste Marie Among the Hurons First Light Saturday November 27
This event is nearly full. There are 6 spaces available.
The entrance is $8 per person to be paid upon
registration. Tax is included.
We have made reservations at their onsite
restaurant. The 3 course meal is $32 if you paid for
the tour. The $32 does not include 13% HST and 18%
group gratuity.
The meal is a choice of soup or salad to begin, followed by either tourtiere pie or penne, and pumpkin pie
for dessert with either coffee or tea.
If you are interested and have not signed up, the signup form is attached. Once the numbers are met and
paid for, the signup form will no longer be accessible.
Signup here. Ste Marie Among the Hurons

December Events
Christmas Dinner Saturday December 4 CANCELLED
We are sorry to say we couldn’t make this happen due to government restrictions around large groups and
dancing not being lifted in light of increasing Covid numbers.
HOWEVER we have saved a January 5th date for a New Year’s Luncheon at Oliver and Bonacini in the
Westin Hotel, but is yet to be confirmed.
ZOOM Trivia Happy Hour Thursday - December 9, 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm
Join us again for more perplexing trivia/trivial questions based on December holidays and events.
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Watch for your 4Seasons Probus Zoom Invitation to signup, coming out the week of November 29th.
Bowling - Thursday December 16, 1:45 pm - 3:30 pm
Again, by popular demand, bowling is back. Who will have the honour of wearing the coveted Turkey Hat?
Price is $20 per person. Includes sanitized shoes and bowling alley. Masks must be worn while bowling.

Signup Here December 16 Bowling

January Events
…In the works
New Year’s Luncheon - Wednesday January 5, 1:00 pm
If you are interested, let us know by Friday December 3rd by signing up on our online form. Prices are
based on number of attendees and could range anywhere from $39 to $45 per person before tax and
gratuity, so it is important to gauge interest first.
Signup here. New Year's Luncheon Feedback
ZOOM Trivia Where in the World Are We? Thursday January 13 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Save the date. This ZOOM event focuses on Monuments and Locales, and will be hosted by a new quiz
master. Stay tuned!

As has been mentioned already, winter is moving on in. But, of course along with winter comes winter
activities. Bruce Clark will soon be leading snow dances, dryland training for winter hikes and snowshoeing
will be starting as well. In the meantime, some activities are continuing from the summer.
Please remember, we do need to follow protocols. All participants must be members of 4Seasons Probus,
and fully vaccinated at least two weeks prior to an activity. We will be having a new sign up process this
year for outdoor activities. I will send an activity eblast similar to the social committee eblasts inviting you
to register on Google forms for an activity. You will only need to register once. After that, activity leaders
will send an email to registrants with details of upcoming events. We will not be using the sign-up lists from
previous years, we are creating new lists so please use the Google form.
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Our Winter Activity Leaders Are:
Cross country skiing: Bruce Clark bruceclark625@gmail.com
Hiking/snowshoeing: Jim Ransom jimransom28@gmail.com; Mike Travers michaeltravers10@gmail.com;
Betty Farquharson betty.farquharson@gmail.com;
Probus Ski Legends: Ian Donaldson idona175@rogers.com

HIKING
Since previous newsletter we did a couple of fun hikes. We were at Wasaga Beach Provincial Park, the
Ganaraska Loop. And we also visited the Keyhole at Nottawasaga Bluffs Conservation Area.

BOOK CLUB
For info contact: Barb Rogers barb@rogersmailbox.ca
The fiction book club is happy to be meeting in homes again, after more than a year of meeting on zoom or
in parks. We meet on the third Tuesday each month at 10:00 a.m.
Our November book is:
Cloud Cuckoo Land, by Anthony Doerr
December book is:
State of Terror, by Louise Penny and Hilary Clinton

“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.”
http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/

5

4Seasons Probus Club
Collingwood

Issue Date:
Nov 18, 2021

"Newsletter"
Founded: November 2017

(hopefully followed by a Christmas lunch at Lakeside Grill!)
Recently we read:
Sparks Like Stars, by Nadia Hashimi
The House We Grew Up In, by Lisa Jewell

NON FICTION BOOK CLUB
Contact: Ruth Plant ruth.plant625@gmail.com
Most recently we read Peace by Chocolate - The Hadhad Family's Remarkable Journey from Syria to Canada
by Jon Tattrie. This is an amazing account of this family's chocolate business rise and fall and rise again.
Starting from the premise that chocolate brings happiness, Isam Hadhad built a successful business and was
a major supplier of chocolates throughout the Middle East. After his Damascus factory and home were
both destroyed and two of his children nearly died in a bombing, the family fled Syria along with thousands
of others in 2013. Safety in Lebanon was tenuous and eventually one son and then the rest of the family
were some of the fortunate ones admitted to Canada as refugees. By chance they were settled in
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and supported by a caring local community committee. It wasn't long before they
were selling chocolates at the Farmers' Market and the business regrew from there and now again has an
international market. Some of this may sound familiar, as their success story has been featured on the CBC
news. Definitely a good read and thanks to one of our members, we enjoyed some Peace by Chocolate
chocolates as we met - most enjoyable!
Our book for December is Malcolm Gladwell's The Bomber Mafia: A Dream, A Temptation and the Longest
Night of the Second World War, which is an audio book read by the author. Should be an interesting
discussion.
If anyone is interested in starting another non-fiction book club, please let me know and some of us would
be pleased to help you get started. We can offer a great list of books recommended by our members. We
have such interesting discussions and have read some amazing books on a wide range of topics which we
otherwise would not have known about.

KNITTING
Contact: Sandi Allevato gs.allevato1@gmail.com
Our knitting group has been on hiatus for the past many months, but is cautiously beginning to meet again.
The planned meeting is for November 23 at 2:00 pm at the home of Sandi Allevato. Yarn and needles will
be required.
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NEW INTERST GROUP
Who wants to know about cryptocurrency?? One of our members is wanting to start a group to study this
topic that we have all heard about, but few understand.
Intention:
- Learn about
- Study
- Discuss
This is a group interested in learning about cryptocurrency (and related Blockchain) offerings.
The group will identify and study status of and the development of the underlying technologies, potential
uses as well as potential economic and societal implications of cryptocurrencies.
The good, the bad and the ugly of crypto will be open for discussion. Resources will include: articles, books,
webinars, laws and regulations as well as members' own knowledge and experience as well as that of
knowledgeable invited guests.
John Millar has offered to be the initial coordinator for this group. John previously spoke to the club on the
topic of cybersecurity. Last December he sold his company, Digital Boundary Group (a cybersecurity
assurance services firm), to a Canadian Schedule 1 Bank. John has an interest in studying, and discussing
with other members, the new world of crypto!

PROBUS SKI LEGENDS
2021/2022 Probus Ski legends Ski Days and Trips
Probus Ski legends membership averages over 200 per year and our members come from all the Probus
clubs in this area .The cost to join Ski legends is only $30.00 and gives you the opportunity to ski at all the
Private Clubs at a discounted price, join ski trips at a discounted price and ski with other Ski Legends
members.
Day visits to Devil’s Glen, Osler Bluffs, Alpine, Craigleith, Beaver Valley and Georgian Peaks have been
booked for Ski Legends members. All of the private ski clubs require proof of double vaccination to enter
their property.
On Tuesdays and Wednesdays at Blue Mountain we meet to ski in groups for a few hours in the morning,
and then we go to lunch in one of the restaurants at the mountain or in the village.
We will also be organizing social activities that will be announced on the Ski Legends website
at www.probusskilegends.ca
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We have two ski trips booked in the Canadian West in 2022. Each Ski trip will be limited to approximately
40 people and bookings will be sold on a first come basis. These trips have been selling well, but there is
still space available, so if you are interested, we suggest you check out the details below. You will be
required to pay your Legends dues at the time of booking if you have not already done so.
Ski Legends 2022 Ski Trips:
Banff/Lake Louise Feb 5, - 12, 2022. 7 nights. 4 nights at the Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise and 3 nights at
the Banff Springs. The deadline for booking this ski trip in November 22nd. For details check the following
link: http://probusskilegends.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/112/files/2021/09/2022-Banff-Lake-Louise-Flyer-v921.pdf
Sun Peaks February 28 – March 10. 10 Nights at the Sun Peaks Grand Hotel. Very Popular every year.
Great ski-in, ski-out. The deadline for booking this trip is November 30th. For details check the following
link: http://probusskilegends.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/112/files/2021/09/2022-Sun-Peaks-Flyer-v9-21.pdf
SKIING AT BLUE MOUNTAIN
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CROSS COUNTRY SKIING
"Attention Cross Country Skiers! Winter is coming!!” (Despite what some others may say, this is GOOD
news!!). Please join us once again on Friday mornings for some skiing and some safe socializing. If you
haven't got your Season's Pass at Scenic Caves yet, now is the time. We'll try to get out to visit some other
areas as well but Scenic Caves has consistently offered us the best conditions.

SNOWSHOEING
We are also fortunate to have our hike leaders willing to change over to snowshoeing and/or winter hiking.
If there is not enough snow for snowshoeing, bring your crampons for a hike instead. It’s still a good time in
the fresh air with friends.
If you have ideas for other activities that can be enjoyed safely, please contact me at
activities4seasons@gmail.com and I will help you get started.

GEORGIAN PROBUS TRAVEL GROUP
We were doing our final payments for over 22 people, from various Probus in our area, when COVID hit in
2019. Probably, the next few months will be a litmus test for travel safety in 2022......AND if we feel it is
safe, we can retry the special "ISLANDS AND HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND “trip in mid-May. 2022 for 15 days.
The wild Orkneys, Harris and Tweed are included. It would be a bit last minute but please let me know if
you can do that. We need over 22 members, friends and relatives to get our own bus. Last time we had
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quite a few singles but we can put you together if you wish. The price will stay unknown for now, as petrol
has gone up and our dollar has gone down. The last price was in the area of $4400.00 plus air, that
included bus, driver, hotels, many meals, ferries and very few “one-night stops”.
Do let me know if you are interested ….Gloria at 705 - 429 -9455

GOOD TIMES…

GOOD MEMORIES
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2021 Management Committee
President

Martin Ruthven

289-383-3129

Vice President

Bruce Clark

705-539-0371

Past President

Steve Officer

519-281-7207

Past President

Diane Fitzgerald

416-930-1850

Treasurer

Betty Farquharson

905-808-5306

Secretary

Gene Allevato

705-445-9508

Sue Barbour

416-985-7164

Wendy Hately

705-444-3420

Activity Convener

JoAnne Ruthven

289-383-3129

Events Convener

Rita Leithead

705-351-2448

Speakers Chair

Cate McMullen

705-445-9406

Member At Large

Mary Ferguson

647-640-7875

Membership Chair
Communications Chair
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